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OMORROW, on the solemn Feast of the Ascension 

of Christ, our Saviour, to heaven, surrounded by 
the loyal, devout congregation of the people of the 
Eternal City and in intimate paternal communion 
with millions of Christian believers through the world, 
We shall go up to the Papal Altar in the patriarchal 
Vatican Basilica to offer to God, with profound 
-humility and fervent devotion, the Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice. 

An intense feeling of gratitude to the giver of all 
good things inspires Us and draws Us on, for Our 
soul is filled with an ineffable joy as this day brings 
back to Us the memory of Our Episcopal Consecration 
twenty-five years ago at the hands of Our venerated 
and unforgettable. predecessor. It is a dear memory 
which, while it calls forth from Us an anthem of 
praise to God, makes Us also invoke with all Our heart 
the blessing of Heaven on Our Lord’s fiock entrusted 
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to Our pastoral care and on all that the Church is 
doing and suffering for the salvation of the world. 


This day, which should be one of pure and serene 
joy for the Catholic world, comes at a time of the 
gravest anxieties and sufferings of which the words 
of our Saviour seem to be a vivid description: “For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there will be pestilences and famines 
and earthquakes in various places.” (Matt. xxiv, 7). In 
the midst of such widespread calamity, how could We 
hold those celebrations, even though strictly religious, 
that are proper to joyous and happy days? The in- 
furiate tragedy of the events through which we are 
passing summons us not to joy but rather to penance 
and amendment, urges us on to self-examination and 
purification, warns us to reset the course and change 
the path of our thoughts, our aims and our conduct. 


It is for Us then, dear children, a source of joy, of 
deep satisfaction and of reassurance to know that Our 
jubilee is being celebrated throughout the Catholic 
world with prayers and sacrifices for the welfare of 
Holy Church and with generous almsgiving to the 
thousands and thousands of brethren, who, in their 
many grave needs, knock with confidence en the door 
of Christian Charity, which suffers patiently along 
with them in the midst of strife and of the universally 
felt sorrows of the present moment. The impenetrable 
designs of God have disposed that it is We, who should 
support the weight of pastoral anxiety which twenty- 
five years ago was borne by that great-souled one who 
imposed hands on Us at the altar of the Sistine Chapel 
and gave Us the plenitude of the priesthood. 


HoLy HERITAGE 


It is a holy heritage, but, oh, how heavy and full 
of sorrows the road by which the beloved Providence 
of God guided Us. 
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It led back again to the Sistine, where on Our weak 
shoulders was laid the dignity of Supreme Pontiff, 
a dignity of which We feel deeply Our unworthiness. 
And with that dignity came a gigantic burden which, 
with the outbreak and extension of this second World 
War, has become so heavy as even to surpass that 
which the first World War brought with it in the days 
of Benedict XV. But for all that, dear sons, We should 
have passed in vain through the school of Leo XIII, 
with his brilliant wisdom; of Pius X, so outstanding 
for his piety; of Benedict XV, so gifted with far- 
seeing wisdom; of Pius XI, so full of holy courage 
and enterprise, if in the midst of this hurricane of 
universal grief We were to allow, even for a moment, 
to waver in Us the certainty founded on faith 
strengthened by hope, ripened by charity; the cer- 
tainty that our Lord is never more watchful, never 
nearer to His Church than in those hours when His 
children, under the stress of fear and tempest, might 
be driven to cry out: “Master, doth it not concern 
Thee that we are perishing?” “Lord, save us! we are 
perishing!” (Mark iv;38; Matt. viii;25). 

And this unruffled sense of security, where does Our 
soul strengthen and stabilize it? At the Tomb of Peter, 
First Bishop of Rome. When We kneel before that 
tomb and fix Our thoughts on the beginnings of the 
Church, We seem to see the first Pope, destined by 
Christ Himself to be the corner-stone of the Church, 
lift up his head proudly and say to Us: “I beseech you, 
who am myself an ancient, and a witness of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, feed the flock of God which is among 
you. (I Pet. v;1.). 

Then We see in spirit all Our good children through- 
out the world gathered around Us, countless as the 
sands of the sea-shore, and Our heart expands and 
We feel deep within Us a compulsion to speak and to 
feed the soul of each of you with that confidence which 
sustains Our own soul. 
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THREE GREAT SOLEMNITIES 


The Church too had and has her springtime, mar- 
velous as herself. Do not the three great solemnities 
of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost, coming in the 
season when nature awakened to new life debecks 
herself with greenery and flowers and prepares by her 
hidden travails to bestow her gift of harvest and 
fruit; do not these solemnities form a springtime of 
the spirit which makes nature’s springtime more 
welcome, more precious, more beautiful? For Us 
these feasts are as a sum of three great mysteries, 
three sublime truths, three great historical facts, three 
mysteries of first magnitude in the work of redemp- 
tion. They are three fundamental and unshaken pillars 
of the gigantic edifice which is Holy Church. 


In their light, in their supernatural power, these 
truths equally present and equally vivid to all genera- 
tions of the Faithful in every era of the Church’s 
history, throw the light of their historic reality on 
the springtime of Christianity, on its tender begin- 
nings, its green growth and full flowering even while 
winds and gales were blowing. For Christianity was 
born a giant, its forehead encircled by the rays of those 
three truths which mark the opening of that epoch 
which is so justly termed heroic; that is the three 
centuries between the foundation of the Church and 
the peace made with the Roman Empire in 312. 


In the time of Constantine these three fundamental 
mysteries, resplendent beams of that Light of the 
World which is Christ, direct and accompany the for- 
ward march of the young Church, Spouse of Christ. 
They watch her steps and give her heart to rise above 
the savage mist of paganism and reach the heights of 
her predestined greatness. 

With their minds tenaciously, perseveringly fixed 
in the Risen One and in their own resurrection; with 
their eyes ever intent with holy anticipation on the 
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Glorified One sitting at the right hand of the Father 
and on the heavenly Jerusalem, everlasting abode of 
happiness for those who remain faithful to the end; 
with their souls filled with the certainty of the 
strengthening presence of the Holy Spirit promised 
and sent by Jesus, you can see the early Christians, 
when professing their faith in the midst of strife 
and suffering, rise to heroic stature, thanks to their 
noble thoughts, their vigorous action, the valiant 
rivalry they displayed in the arena of moral giants. 
They have left behind them an example whose con- 
quering force expands and propagates down the cen- 
turies even to our own days when to have and keep 
the honor and the name of Christian one must undergo 
struggles and face up to trials not unlike theirs. Before 
such athletes, on whose brows the victorious laurels 
of the militant Christian are often intertwined with 
the palm of martyrdom, all uncertainty and hesita- 
tion vanishes. 

Does not the great lesson of their heroic life suffice 
to clear all mists from our minds, to put new life into 
our hearts, to raise aloft the heads of the Christians 
of today, making them conscious of their exalted 
dignity, eager to reach greater heights while they 
ponder the responsibility which their Christian pro- 
fession stamps upon their souls. 


UNMISTAKABLE CHARACTERISTICS 


The spiritual profile of this primitive Christianity, 
whose beginnings are recalled for us by the coming 
Feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost, is refulgent 
with four unmistakable characteristics: 1, unshakable 
confidence in victory based on a profound faith; 2, 
serene and unlimited readiness for sacrifice and suf- 
ferings; 3, Eucharistic fervor and recollection arising 
from the deep conviction of the social efficiency of 
Eucharistic thought on all forms of social life; 4, a 








6 POPE’s PLEA TO WARRING NATIONS 





striving after an ever closer and more enduring unity 
of spirit and of Heirarchy. 

This four-fold character of the Church’s youth 
presents in each of its dominant notes an appeal and 
at the same time a hope and a promise to the Chris- 
tianity of our day, for the true Christianity of today 
is not different from that of the early ages. The 
youth of the Church is eternal, for the Church does 
not grow old, changing her age as she does according 
to the conditions of time while she marches on to 
eternity. The centuries that she has passed through 
are but a day as the centuries that lie before her are 
but as a day. Her youth in the days of the Caesars 
is the same that now speaks to us. The confidence in 
victory of the primitive Church drew its life, sound- 
ness and imperturbability from the words of the 
Master: “I have overcome the world.” (John xvi;33). 
They are words which might well have been inscribed 
on the wood of His Cross, the standard of his victories. 

Let the Christianity of today be penetrated and 
inflamed by the burning and luminous fire of that 
watchword and you will feel in your hearts the peace- 
ful, quiet confidence of victory that reassures you with 
the passing of these dark days in which so many are 
living in terror and discouragement. There will come 
not the terrors which the small-minded dread but the 
brilliant fulfilment of the hopes of faithful and mag- 
nanimous souls. 

The Church of today cannot simply return to the 
primitive forms of the small initial flock. In her 
maturity, which is not old age, she holds her head high 
and maintains unchanged in her members the vigor 
of her youth. She remains necessarily what she was 
at her birth. Always the same, she does not change 
in her dogma or in her strength. She is impregnable, 
indestructible, invincible. She is immovable, change- 
less, in the writ of her foundation, sealed with the 
Blood of the Son of God. Yet she moves, she takes 
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new forms with the age in which she goes forward, 
on her way progressing, yes, but not changing in her 
nature. For, as Vincent of Lerins so well puts it, the 
religious life of souls must imitate that of bodies. 
Although in the course of their growth these increase 
in the number of their years, they still remain the same 
bodies that they were. 

The Church is in a position to look back with worthy 
pride, and unafraid, on her past and on the almost 
two-thousand-year-old priceless treasure of her teach- 
ing and legislation. These have increased through the 
fuller development and clearer understanding of the 
deposit of truth committed to her, as well as through 
the effective strengthening and perfection of her in- 
ternal unity and the expansion of her liturgy, cen- 
tered on the Sacrifice of the Mass and on the Sacra- 
ments, increased too by that leaven of the Christian 
spirit which more and more, as time passes, has come 
to enter into all forms and conditions of life. And 
now that her mission as Universal Mother of believers 
has attained maturity, in face of vaster needs and 
duties she could not without being untrue to herself 
retrace her steps and take on the forms of life and 
activity of these earlier days. The cenacle has become 
a temple greater than that of Solomon. The “little 
flock” (Luke xii,32), now multifold, has crossed rivers 
and mountains and goes in search of pastures through 
the world. The grain of mustard seed, as our Lord 
promised and willed, has become a great tree in whose 
shade the peoples rest. 


CANNOT GO BACKWARD 


No, there cannot be for the Church, whose steps 
God directs and accompanies through the ages, there 
cannot be for the human soul, who studies history in 
the spirit of Christ, any going back, but only desire 
to go forward towards the future and to mount up- 
wards. 
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In a sense, however, the return of the Church to 
her beginnings is in our own days a stern but inspiring 
reality. As at the outset and more than in many 
other ages, the Divine Foundation of Christ, though 
never wavering before enemies, is struggling in more 
than one place today for its existence. Combative 
atheism, systematic anti-Christianity, cold indiffer- 
ence make war on it, making use of conceptions and 
thoughts which have nothing in common with the 
friendly usages of polite controversy but frequently 
descending to the crudity of violence. 

Today again, as of old in some countries, those in 
authority, forgetful of moral ties and bent on replac- 
ing right by force, trump up against Christians the 
same infringements of the law which the Caesars 
of the first centuries pretended to have found in Peter 
and Paul, in Sixtus and Laurence, in Cecilia, Agnes, 
Perpetua and the countless line of these innocent 
victims who now are refulgent with the halo of mar- 
tyrs—here below, in the sight of the Church, and in 
Heaven, in the presence of the Lamb. And the crime 
which is cast up against Christians is always the 
same, their unfaltering loyalty to the King of Kings 
and the Lord of Lords. 

Nor is there any other explanation why today too 
practical faith in the Son of God, submission to His 
law, spiritual union with His Church, and loyalty to 
His representatives on earth have meant in some 
places a continual succession of mistrust and abuse, 
of degradations and disabilities, of personal and social 
discredit, of shortened means and hard circumstances, 
of poverty and sufferings, of misery and handicaps 
and injury, corporal as well as spiritual. 

In such an atmosphere of terror and danger what 
remains, beloved sons, in our time but the imperative 
need to refashion ourselves on the model of the early 
Church and on the magnificent example given by those 
Christians, on their burning faith, on their dauntless 
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spirit, on their conscious assurance of victory; to 
drink in, as from a pure spring of courage and salva- 
tion, a new strength, a new drive, a new constancy as 
we reflect that all that they believed in, hoped for, 
loved, prayed for, worked for, suffered for and glori- 
ously won is also our life, our glory and the incorrupt- 
ible treasure of the Church. 


HORIZON OF NEW TRIUMPHS 


May the sight of the victories won by the early 
Church strengthen and sublimate your hope and, in 
the midst of the present storm, open up a horizon of 
new triumphs. Sooner or later the passing sequence 
of raging upheavals will serve only to put into clearer 
light the consoling truth of these words of the beloved 
Disciple: “This is the victory which overcomes the 
world, our faith.” (I John, v,4). 

If the seal of blood which beautified the Church’s 
youth through the centuries of trial, suffering and 
sacrifice appear to us now as the brightest stone in 
her triumphal diadem, so, too, for Christendom of 
today, the greatness of her future victory, won in the 
fire of terrible tribulation, will correspond to the gen- 
erosity of her sacrifice. The stout, determined will of 
those heroes who went before us with the standard 
of faith could not be broken by Nero’s or Diocletian’s 
fury, or the insidious cunning of a Julian the Apostate. 
Calm and ready without counting the cost, in the face 
of every kind of torture and martyrdom they did not 
tremble or waver before outrage piled on outrage, 
blow on blow, before the violence or snares of the 
enemies of Christ. 

A Christianity that has ever before its eyes the 
heroism of the first centuries can never fail to be true 
to the spirit of those words written by Peter while 
persecution raged, “but even if you suffer anything 
for justice sake, blessed are you.” (I Pet. iii,14). It 
will show itself worthy of the inheritance of its fore- 
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fathers and, deeply conscious of its exalted mission, 
will secure in the hour prepared by God—through 
suffering indeed, but glorious suffering —a peace 
which will make it exclaim with the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, “thanks be to God Who has given us the 
victory.” (I Cor. xv,57). 

But whence did the courageous faith of the first 
Christians derive its life and its enthusiasm? From 
the Eucharistic union with Christ, Who is the In- 
spiration of moral conduct that is pure and pleasing 
to God at the table of the Bread of the strong. They 
felt enkindled in their hearts a zeal which gave and 
increased energy and peace. They felt themselves 
brothers and sisters of Christ. Nourished by the same 
Food and the same Drink, united in fraternal union 
by one same love, one same unfailing hope, welded 
together by a mystic bond that makes of thousands of 
hearts and thousands of souls one great family, with 
but one heart and one soul, on the altar under the 
veil of bread and wine, there was present to them the 
God of their souls and of victories, Who would raise 
aloft His standards in the place of the Roman Eagles 
for the conquest of the world—a world of which Rome 
would be the center not through her force, but through 
her faith. 

The thought of the Eucharist is the Center of the 
Faith, now as in the first centuries. Its increase in 
the Church and its spiritual vivifying radiation 
through mankind-tortured by egoism, envy, hate, con- 
tradictions, departures from the dogma of the Cen- 
acle—must become more vital and more effective in 
bringing men to the Divine agape where the coldness 
of their hearts may be dispelled and those hearts be 
touched by the fire that will warm them in anticipa- 
tion of springtime harmony of united minds and 
brotherly cooperation which draws all together in 
unison and peace around the God of the Tabernacle, 
in the sanctitymg Sign of the Eucharist. 
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The Church today, with joy and affection, clasps 
the hand of the Primitive Church. Across the cen- 
turies, the goodness and winsomeness of Christ living 
among us never fail. And if He has opened up the 
fountains of the beneficent, generous Eucharistic 
stream through the inspired action of the great Pope 
Pius X in the same measure in which they flowed in 
the early centuries, it was because He took cognizance 
of the fact that the times in which we live demand 
from us no less staunch faith, no less pure morality, 
no less ardent charity, and a readiness to sacrifice not 
unlike that which made the early age of the Church 
great and wonderful. 


TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES 


Not less wonderful or great was the enthusiasm of 
the young spouse of Christ for the preservation, order 
and consolidation of unbreakable unity to join faithful 
and hierarchy today, when the separation of so many 
brethren from the See of Peter has reached such 
tragic consequences, harming all Christendom and 
weakening the efficacy of their activity in the world. 

Whilst the vital union between pastor and flock in 
the Catholic world extends and renders ever more 
evident its beneficent effects, the prayer that all may 
be one rises with ever more vehemency from the hearts 
of those who believe in Christ, and many others, who, 
though living outside the visible Church, in all sin- 
cerity and eagerness join in that prayer because they 
feel that in a world hostile to Christ the very existence 
of Christianity is at stake. 

From where could that prayer for unity of all 
believers be raised with more deepfelt love to Him 
Who first addressed it to His Father and Who en- 
lightens the minds and moves the hearts of men, 
than from this holy hill on which in this hour the 
minds of the world’s Catholics are turned? As they 
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listen to Us their attention is fixed on Peter’s Chair and 
on the principal church from which the unity of the 
priesthood took its rise (Cyprian, epist. 59 ad Corne- 
lium; Rom. xiv,2). This is the rock of truth and salva- 
tion whose lofty and vast aspirations no one understood 
more thoroughly or described with greater eloquence 
than Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church 
in those memorable words, “Blessed Peter, Prince 
of the Apostolic order, is assigned to the stronghold 
of the Roman Empire, so that the light of truth which 
was revealed for the salvation of all men might course 
more efficaciously from the head itself through the 
whole body of the world.” 

When we think back to the early Church, sole and 
spotless mother of all churches, where better, we ask, 
might the prayer “that they may be one” re-echo in 
more ringing tones than from this rock beside the 
Tiber on which heaven’s favor has shone more 
brightly and generously, once Providence had selected 
it to be the Episcopal See of the first Peter and the 
spiritual bastion of Christianity—on that riverbank 
whose annals, in one of their brightest pages, recount 
the glorious martyrdom of the Prince of the Apostles 
and the high privilege of having given to his mortal 
remains their last resting place. 

On this day, from this holy place, spiritual center 
of the Christian world—yes in these our days, when 
the Spouse of Christ must in various parts endure 
stubborn conflicts and her faithful sons must support 
many inconveniences for their open profession of 
Christianity and their loyalty to the Church—it is for 
Us, beloved children, a very special and unwonted 
pleasure to be able to announce to you and to let you 
hear that deep appealing cry which, from out the 
shadows that surround the tomb of Peter, breaks as 
an appeal from Christianity of the past to Christianity 
of the present and joins its renascent, persuasive force 
to Our voice in provident harmony. 
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VATICAN CATACOMBS 


Vatican soil, We may say too, has its catacombs. The 
excavations begun and carried on at Our request in 
the subsoil of the Vatican Basilica, of which We gave 
some account over a year ago on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the tomb of Our memorabie Prede- 
cessor, have not yet been completed. But they do not 
fail to cast new and abundant light on those early 
times in which the Gospel of the Cross began to resound 
and to be firmly established with all its sublime attrac- 
tion on Roman soil and the young Church set itself to 
ascend the thorny and bloody path of that centuries- 
long Via Dolorosa which was to bring it, under Con- 
stantine, to peaceful triumph. 

The works completed during last year had already 
revealed beneath the great nave of the Basilica on a 
straight line leading to the confessional, with a cer- 
tainty never before reached, the existence of a large 
pagan cemetery, the characteristic monuments of 
which, from the first century on, had arisen within the 
space of an area perpetua sepulturae tradita already in 
use. This pre-Christian necropolis furnished the clear- 
est proof of the accuracy of the Roman tradition which 
had always sought the tomb of the Prince of the 
Apostles beneath the surface of just such a pagan 
cemetery. 


As the works progressed there appeared the lines of 
the foundations of Constantine’s Basilica in ever 
greater precision, and little by little were revealed the 
exceptional technical as well as physical difficulties 
which the Emperor’s architect had to overcome in the 
planning and execution of his grandiose designs. Any- 
one who goes down into these excavations and sets 
himself to contemplate and measure the enormous 
difficulties of the rough uneven Vatican soil that were 
overcome in laying the foundations and leveling out 
a cemetery site with its countless monuments, vener- 











14 POPE’s PLEA TO WARRING NATIONS 





able and dear even to pagan Rome and to many fami- 
lies, finds in those magnificent remains which are now 
unveiled to us the most convincing proof that the 
Emperor could and must not have been following rea- 
sons of convenience in choosing a site for his Basilica, 
but that the site was imposed upon him by the fact that 
here was placed the tomb of the Apostle. 

With the guidance of such criteria and the aid of 
a comparative study of the relevant sources, it was 
not difficult to unearth the ancient semicircular con- 
fessional going back perhaps to the time of Gregory 
the Great, on the marble walls of which, from the 
beginning of the Middle Ages, countless pilgrims cut 
the Sign of the Cross as a memorial of their visit. 


COINS OF PILGRIMS 


Between last September and today over 1,500 coins, 
ancient and medieval, have been found, These show 
that those pious pilgrims came in great numbers not 
only from Rome and Italy but, one may say, from 
every part of the then known world. France, espe- 
cially, was represented by the coins of its Archbishops, 
Bishops and Abbots, its Kings, Dukes, Counts, Vis- 
counts and Lords; then Germany, the Low Countries, 
Switzerland, Spain, England, Bohemia, Livonia, Hun- 
gary, Slavonia and the Latin East. 

But in the central section, where one above the 
other there arise three altars of different periods, the 
tireless zeal of the investigators has found a monu- 
ment simple in its form but which long before the 
time of Constantine the devotion of the Faithful had 
endowed with the character of a venerable place of 
cult. This is shown by the graffiti which are to be seen 
within the monument on one wall, showing the same 
form as those which indicate the tombs of the martyrs 
in the Christian cemeteries. 

These graffiti, which bring us back to the days of 
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persecution, provide us historical certainty that we 
have here that trophaeum spoken of by the priest, 
Gaius, about A.D. 200 in jubilant terms, and reported 
by Eusebius: “I can show you the monuments of the 
Apostles,” words which now make us see Gaius once 
again amid the mystic shadows of the Vatican grot- 
toes. Eusebius himself recalls the monuments adorned 
by the names of Peter and Paul which even now are 
seen in the cemeteries of Rome. Add to this the 
spirited query addressed by the Doctor of the Church, 
Saint Jerome, to the priest, Vigilantius: “Does the 
Bishop of Rome, then, do ill when he offers Sacrifice 
over what we call the venerable remains but what you 
call the worthless dust of the dead men, Peter and 
Paul, and treats their tombs as altars?” 

Thus you will see how these and other testimonies 
get fresh light and force from the discoveries and the 
findings already completed. They all agree and fit in 
harmoniously with the language of the monuments 
found in which stones speak. And from this harmony 
does there not break forth the cry of certainty and 
imperishable assurance of the early Church, which 
grew up in suffering and hardship? It is the cry 
which is directed as an exhortation to faith in and 
hope of victory towards those who in our own day 
turbulent, but forerunners of great decisive events, 
are to preserve and give back to a wandering mankind, 
thirsting for peace, the blessings of our Redeemer, 
and to set up to the Cross of Christ within the strong- 
hold of this mankind the altar which belongs to it 
and to it alone. 

The Divine mission of the Church, established im- 
movably on the Rock of Peter, has no limits of space 
on earth and had no limit in its activity but the time 
limit of mankind; but, like every age that passes, the 
present moment presents to her and imposes on her 
mew enterprises, duties, cares. The cries for help 
which each day brings to us would tell us, if we did 
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not already know it, what the present moment in its 
onward rush asks and demands from the Church, 
namely, to use her authority to secure that the present 
terrible confiict may cease and the flood of tears and 
blood may issue forth into an equitable and lasting 
peace for all. 


LABORS FOR PEACE 


Our conscience is Our witness that from the moment 
when the hidden designs of God entrusted to Our feeble 
strength the weight, now so heavy, of the Supreme 
Pontificate, We have labored both before the outbreak 
of war and during its course for peace, with all Our 
mind and strength and within the ambit of Our apos- 
tolic ministry. But now when the nations are living 
in the painful suspense of waiting for new engage- 
ments to begin, We take the opportunity offered by 
this occasion to speak once again a word of peace; 
and We speak that word in the full consciousness of 
Our absolute impartiality towards all the belligerents 
and with equal affection for all peoples without excep- 
tion. 


We know well how in the present state of affairs the 
formulation of specific proposals of a just and equit- 
able peace would not have any well-founded proba- 
bility of success—indeed every time that one speaks a 
word of peace one runs the risk of offending one or 
other side. In fact, while one side bases its security 
on the results obtained, the other rests its hopes on 
future battles. If, however, the present lining up of 
forces, of gains and losses in the political and military 
sphere, does not show any immediate practical possi- 
bility of peace, the destruction wrought by the war 
among nations in the material and spiritual plane is 
all the time accumulating to such an extent that it 
calls for every effort to prevent its increase by bring- 
ing the conflict to a speedy end. 
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Even prescinding from arbitrary acts of violence 
and cruelty—against which, on former occasions We 
raised Our voice in warning; and We repeat that warn- 
ing now with insistent supplication—even in the face 
of threats of still more deadly warfare, the war of 
itself, through the perfect technical quality of its 
weapons, causes unheard of pain, misery and suffering 
to the nations. Our thoughts are with the courageous 
combatants, with the multitudes that are living in the 
zones of operations in occupied countries or within 
their own countries. We think—how could We not 
think—of the dead, of the millions of prisoners, of 
the mothers, wives, sons who for all their love of their 
country are prey to mortal anguish. We think of the 
separation of married people, of the breakdown of 
family life, of famine and economic penury. Does not 
each of these names of evil and ruin connote a number- 
less group of heartrending cases in which is epitomized 
and condensed the most lamentable, bitter, excruciat- 
ing phenomenon ever turned loose on humanity and 
make Us fearful of a near future full of terrible un- 
known economic and social hardships? 


DECADES OF STUDY 


For whole decades a gigantic amount of study and 
the flower of intellect and good will had been devoted 
to realizing a solution of the social question. And now, 
after all this, the peoples must behold how the public 
moneys, whose wise administration for the public good 
was one of the cardinal points in that solution, are 
being spent in hundreds of billions for the destruction 
of goods and life. 

But from the want and sufferings of home to which 
We have referred—and which now extend to the whole 
world—there arises behind the war front another huge 
front, the front of families injured and in anguish. 
Before the war some peoples now in arms could not 
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even balance their deaths with their births; and now 
the war, so far from remedying this, threatens to send 
the new additions to the family of physical, economic 
and moral ruin. 

We should like, then, to address a fatherly word of 
warning to the rulers of nations. The family is sacred; 
it is the cradle not only of children but also of the 
nation—of its force and its glory. Do not let the 
family be alienated or diverted from the high purpose 
assigned to it by God. God wills that husband and 
wife, in loyal fulfillment of their duties to one another 
and to the family, should in the home transmit to the 
next generation the torch of corporal life and with it 
spiritual and moral life, Christian life; that within 
the family, under the care of their parents, there 
should grow up men of straight character, of upright 
behavior, to become valuable unspoiled members of 
the human race, manly in good or bad fortune, obedi- 
ent to those who command them and to God. That is 
the will of the Creator. Do not let the family home, 
and with it the school, become merely an anteroom 
to the battlefields. Do not let the husband and wife 
become separated from one another in a permanent 
manner. Do not let the children be separated from 
the watchful care of their parents over their bodies 
and souls. Do not let the earnings and the savings 
of the family become void of all fruit. 

The cry that reaches Us from the family front is 
unanimous: “Give us back our peace-time occupa- 
tions.” If one has the future of mankind at heart, if 
your conscience before God ascribes some import to 
what the names father and mother mean to men and 
to what makes for the real happiness of your children, 
send back the family to its peace-time occupation. As 
patron of this family front—from which may God 
keep far all open ways of unfortunate and disastrous 
upheaval—We make a warm, fatherly appeal to states- 
men that they may not let any occasion pass, that may 
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open up to the nations the road to an honest peace of 
justice and moderation, to a peace arising from a free 
and fruitful agreement, even if it should not corre- 
spond in all points to their aspirations. 


PROSPECTS OF NEW HORIZON 


The world-wide family front which has at the war 
front so many hearts of fathers, husbands and children 
who, amid the dangers and sufferings, hopes and de- 
sires, are beating with the double love of country 
and of home, will become tranquil in the prospect of 
a new horizon. The gratitude of mankind and the 
consent of their own nation will not be wanting to 
those generous leaders who, inspired not by weakness 
but by a sense of responsibility, shall choose the road 
of moderation and the field of wisdom when they meet 
the other side, also guided by the same sentiments. 

Inspired as We are with this confidence, there re- 
mains only for Us, dear children, to lift up to the 
Father of Mercies and of the Light of Wisdom Our 
fervent prayers that He may hasten the dawning of 
that so much desired day. “Ask and you shall re- 
ceive” was the advice of our Divine Redeemer, Prince 
of Peace, Who, meek and humble of heart, calls us to 
give us rest from our labours and burdens. Let us 
rekindle in ourselves the spirit of love; let us hold 
ourselves ever ready to collaborate with our faith and 
our hands, after the most extensive, disastrous and 
bloody cataclysm of all history, to reconstruct from 
the pile of material and moral ruins a world which 
the bonds of brotherly love will weld in peace, a world 
in which, with the help of the Almighty, all may be 
new hearts, words and works. 

He that has received more may not boast of his own merit and exalt 
himself above others, nor look down upon him who has received less; 
for he is greater and better who attributes less good to himself and is 


more humble and devout in thanking God——Tue Fottowine or Curist, 
by Gerard Groote. 











Austrian Archbishop's Pastoral 
Letter on Religious Instruction 


Most REV. SIGISMUND WAITZ 


Text of the Pastoral Letter of the Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg, 
Austria, dated October 15, 1941, and read from all pulpits in the 
Archdiocese on October 19, 1941. N.C.W.C. News Service. 


MY dear Catholics of Salzburg! 

Your Bishop today offers his thanks to the Catholic 
people of Salzburg but at the same time has a request 
to address to you. He offers his thanks for your im- 
pressive concern for the religious training of youth. 
The bitter tears of many mothers, the innumerable 
queries of anxious parents as to when religious in; 
struction would finally begin this year, demonstrate 
how ardent is the desire of the Catholic people that 
the Gospel of the Lord be explained not only to them- 
selves but also to their children in a manner compre- 
hensible and intelligible to them. You were quite right 
when you said that Catholic communities and Catho- 
lic families alone, because of the greater number of 
their children, have furnished more than their share 
of soldiers! And now, while your grown sons and 
your husbands are at the front, while your hearts 
are in fear for the lives of your dear ones, a new 
anxiety has arisen for you, anxiety for the religion 
of your children. 

Dear Christian Parents, all this gives me assurance 
that you will follow the voice of your Bishop when I 
call upon you to send your children to the church for 
catechetical instruction until the question of religious 
instruction in school is definitely settled. This will, 
no doubt, require many sacrifices on your part and 
your children’s. But your concern for the happiness 
and spiritual welfare of your children must certainly 
be great enough to make the sacrifice worth while. 
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I have instructed the Clergy to begin religious guid- 
ance and instruction for the children immediately and 
in several grades. The rising Catholic generation too 
must be made acquainted with the truths of our holy 
Faith which through these years are the support and 
comfort of our young men, making them upright and 
steadfast members of the Church and of the Father- 
land. Therefore from now on hours of instruction 
and guidance for the young are to be held in all par- 
ishes. 

Towards the end of the last school year a great 
many of the parish priests in the Province of Salz- 
burg had already been deprived of authorization to 
impart religious instruction, with no reason given for 
the action. In a notice issued last week these ground- 
less school bans were not, as we had hoped, retracted, 
but instead new difficulties were added. 

According to this notice, in many places religious 
instruction is to be taken over by lay teachers by 
order of the School Board. As Bishop I felt obliged 
to inform the authorities that I can not agree to this 
proposal. Surely many Catholic teachers, men and 
women, would have given such instruction not only in 
absolute accord with the teachings of our Faith but 
with spiritual warmth and joy as well. The Bishop 
expresses his gratitude to them for their willingness. 
But who can warrant that catechism will really be 
taught everywhere in the true way of the Faith, if 
the Bishop has no control or influence over it? 

Through the ages even the religious instruction 
given by carefully trained and consecrated priests 
has been superintended by the Bishop. Would these 
measures of prudence be superfluous with lay teach- 
ers of religion? Is there no danger that wrong, aye 
anti-Christian theories might be sown in this way 
in the inexperienced hearts of our youth? And thus 
the way would be opened for the onslaught of all kinds 
of heresy and unbelief—the more so in view of the 
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fact that at the beginning of this year the School 
Board in the Province of Salzburg issued an instruc- 
tion to the teachers which began with the following 
sentence: “The goal of National Socialist education 
is fixed unalterably: German youth must be freed of 
any ecclesiastical instruction or influence whatsoever. 
The same School Board that took that stand with 
regard to the Catholic religion has sole authority to 
appoint teachers of religion and to control the teach- 
ing. Any rational person can see how impossible 
such conditions would be. 

And what of the future effect of a measure under 
which lay teachers take over the teaching of religion, 
especially when at the teachers’ training schools them- 
selves no religious instruction is given? In fact, the 
spirit prevailing at these institutions is, I am sorry 
to say, hardly one suitable for the formation of teach- 
ers of Catholic doctrine. 

In addition, past experience here and in other sec- 
tions compels me to refuse, under the circumstances, 
my assent to religious instruction by lay teachers. The 
Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna, as early as Easter 
of this year, likewise felt compelled to protest from 
the pulpit against the imparting of religious instruc- 
tion by lay teachers. 

Dear, loyal, Catholic people, I am an old man and 
do not know when I may be called before the tribunal 
of God. I do not want to come before Him with a 
conscience burdened with guilt. When I was conse- 
crated Bishop the book of the Gospel was laid on my 
shoulders as a burden from God which I was to 
preach and have preached. Today we Catholics must 
often yield to physical force. When temporal things 
are at stake, we may suffer in silence. But where our 
faith is at stake there can be no yielding; we must 
stand firm or die. 

Therefore I call upon you, all you who are loyal in 
your faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, to fulfil your 
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duty as your Bishop and priests are doing. Send 
your children to church for religious instruction, just 
as in the past you have registered them and sent 
them to school. But this is not enough; let every 
household now become a sanctuary of God. When, in 
one place or another, the Eternal Light in God’s house 
is threatened with extinction, then must the sacred 
fire be kindled on your hearths. When common prayer 
rises mightily to heaven, when the Gospel is read 
aloud and sermons and the teachings of our Faith 
are discussed in the bosom of the family, then strength 
and courage will come back into your souls and the 
strength of the enemies of the Cross will become as 
shadows. Remain true to God and He will remain 
true to us! Who is against us if God is with us? 


But I write to you, as Paul did to the Corinthians 
in a time of great affliction but one which was also the 
beginning of the victory of Christianity: “Blessed be 
the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our afflictions, that we also may be 
able to comfort those who are in any distress by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted by God. 
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so also. 
through Christ does our comfort abound.” 


May this comfort and this peace come to all of you 
in the name of the heavenly Father and of the Divine 
Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Providence means the Divine plan in the mind of God whereby all 
things are ordered and reach their peculiar destiny. This plan is 
eternally existing in the mind of God, and without it no creature could 
exist or continue to exist. The withdrawal of this constant providence 
would mean that creatures would cease to exist—TnHe HomILetic ANnp 
PastoraL Review. 








Laval and the Man Who 
Brought Him Back 


LOUIS VALLARD 
Reprinted from Tue Tasiet (London) 


FTER nearly two years, the economy of France, 

in both occupied and unoccupied territory, has 
been effectively harnessed to the German war require- 
ments. But something more is required, and that, 
the Germans hope, Laval can give. The pressure that 
is irresistible in central Europe is heavy in France, 
and it has compelled Marshal Pétain to call back 
Laval. 

There is little doubt that Hitler’s calculations in 
June 1940 have badly miscarried. His French ad- 
visers assured him that, even if Britain did not make 
peace or succumb, it would prove quite feasible to 
turn French opinion round and to organize it behind 
a policy of collaboration. The apostle of this collabora- 
tion was Pierre Laval, who believed it to be the only 
possible policy for France long before 1939. 

Before 1939 many Frenchmen thought the British 
alliance was being bought at too high a price, because 
it encouraged the French Left to ignore the special 
advantages of wealth and geography which enabled 
the British to dispense with conscription and to talk 
all the time about working less and enduring less and 
less control. It was, they judged, a dangerous path 
for Britain, but a fatal path for France. 

Laval is immensely opportunist. He was ready 
enough in 1934 to push on the Russian alliance, in 
1935 to woo Italy, after 1936 to woo Germany. And 
today he returns to a measure of power of which the 
Battle of Britain and the ambition of Darlan together 
deprived him in 1940. The Anglo-Saxon democratic 
ideology is, he maintains, poison to France, which 
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must be united and hardworking, if it is meat to 
Britain and America. His own preference, as a rich 
man, is for a new order of discipline for the many and 
profits for the ruling few. 

The British disappointment in North Africa has 
been highly important, together with the Japanese 
successes, to strengthen Laval’s hand. For some time 
now the Vichy Radio services have been increasingly 
anti-British, but in the eyes of the Paris collabora- 
tionists the whole of Vichy is filled with a base 
attentisme, with officials preoccupied with guessing 
how the cat will jump, and over-awed by the wealth 
of the United States. 

This Paris estimate is in the main correct. Funda- 
mentally, the policy of Frenchmen must be, and is, 
to play for time, to wait and see whether Britain and 
the United States are capable of translating potential 
into genuine superiority, but at the same time to be 
sufficiently amenable and promising to the temporary 
masters of Europe to avoid any avoidable suffering 
in the necessary interval. 

The re-introduction of Laval is a shuffling gesture, 
and how much or how little profit it will bring to the 
Germans will depend on the estimate Vichy forms 
of the war situation as a whole. Like Mussolini, the 
Vichy politicians can calculate that a moment will 
come when they will have a value for the Allies which 
will, perhaps, enable them to save themselves by 
hastening the defeat of the main enemy. 

To check these calculations, and to extract the ut- 
most collaboration now, Otto Abetz continues to act 
as Ribbentrop’s representative in Paris. He is the 
man through whom the pressure on Vichy is applied. 
The return of Laval is something of a personal tri- 
umph for him, after a discouraging year. 

Otto Abetz, who is still a young man, first became 
known just after the last war at the age of twenty, 
because he was parading everywhere the most militant 
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Communist views; he was, ostensibly at any rate, ex- 
pelled as such from Germany by the Republic of 
Weimar. He arrived in Paris in 1924 and, having 
joined the Communist Party, became one of Doriot’s 
friends and incidentally met and became attached to 
Doriot’s secretary, Suzanne de Bruquére, an ardent 
Communist from Lille. 

A practical young man, Otto soon realized that these 
associations, though valuable in themselves, could be 
made profitable to German interests and his own. 
He accordingly paid a few visits to Germany and, 
having convinced his employers that different tactics 
were advisable, returned to France, not only with a 
new program, but with ample funds to carry it out. 
Abetz had understood that Communists, like other 
politicians, have their price. And it was largely his 
work that a number of Communists, headed by 
Doriot, broke away from their party in 1934, to form 
the Parti Populaire Francais. 

By the nineteen-thirties, Abetz had become a promi- 
ent figure in Parisian society. Always elegantly 
dressed and well versed in the superficial accomplish- 
ments of a man about town, he posed as a warm 
friend of France, while surreptitiously preparing for 
German infiltration. Using every material and in- 
tellectual weapon—including corruption—for enlist- 
ing support, he gradually created a large circle of 
men and women who advocated a rapprochement with 
the Reich. 

He became a close friend of Jean Luchaire, son of 
Julien Luchaire, director of the Institute of Intellec- 
tual Cooperation. Jean had for years been an ardent 
advocate of an entente with Germany, and today he 
controls one of the chief collaborationist papers in 
Paris, Temps Nouveaw. He was then the director of 
a small literary daily called Notre Temps, whose aims 
were eclectic but whose existence was precarious. 
Abetz, through his friends in Berlin, ensured that the 
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paper obtained sound financial backing. From that 
moment its sales increased, especially in Germany. 

Notre Temps, being radical in tendency, received a 
small monthly subsidy from the Ministry of the In- 
terior. Gradually Abetz, Jean Luchaire and Suzanne 
de Bruquére formed a large group of writers who col- 
laborated closely with the paper. Among these were 
Bertrand de Jouvenal, Edouard Pfeiffer, Maurice 
Rostand and Alfred Malet. Notre Temps maintained 
a high standard of literary excellence, and its pro- 
German policy was purposely not overstressed, but 
made to look attractive. Then Abetz, with Luchaire 
and de Brinon, another of his friends, constituted the 
Group “France-Germany,” while the German likewise 
supported every activity calculated to further his aims. 
He joined the Masonic club Fraternité-Réconciliation, 
attended every reception given by Madame de Pange 
and Madame Jean Brunhes, both pro-German leaders 
of Parisian society. He also displayed a lively inter- 
est in the Amitiés Internationales, of Brabant. 

Abetz had a useful friend in Berlin in de Brinon— 
now Vichy’s representative in Paris, and, as such, the 
man with whom Abetz has close relations. De Brinon 
had then just been accredited to the French Embassy, 
and the two men worked in the closest harmony. De 
Brinon, on being transferred to the Quai d’Orsay, 
where he held an official post in the cabinet of Georges 
Bonnet, became, indeed, Abetz’s chief collaborator. It 
was mainly these two men who created the climat 
which later made possible the policy of collaboration 
with Germany. 

Abetz, by this time, was beginning to exercise con- 
siderable influence on the French Press, and it was 
to him that newspaper proprietors turned whenever a 
change of ownership was contemplated, or when 
money was required to finance a transfer. And as 
he could always find whatever money was needed, he 
soon obtained control of a large number of news- 
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papers. The case of the Petit Journal is one of many 
such. This paper was at the time one of the few news- 
sheets in France whose policy was clean and patriotic. 
But its owner, Patenétre, was in financral difficulties. 
This gave Abetz his opportunity. One of his many 
agents—Chautemps, so it is rumored—went to see 
the owner, stating that he came on behalf of an im- | 
portant syndicate. He suggested that he should make 
over his interests in the paper in return for a large 
subsidy. Then, when Patendtre agreed to sell, he was 
put in touch with Abetz and a deal was effected. In 
this manner the Germans became virtual owners of 
the Petit Journal, and the new editor, who was chosen 
by Abetz, was Colonel de la Rocque. 

Abetz then gave his attentions to Gringoire. Then 
it was the turn of the Figaro, and after that of Vu 
and Lu, owned by Louis Vogel, which were too French 
for Abetz’ liking. On this occasion he succeeded in 
obtaining the editor-in-chief’s dismissal, the post being 
then given to de la Rocque’s predecessor at the Petit 
Journal. And so, dispensing his favors with a prodi- 
gal hand, Abetz, step by step, succeeded in thoroughly 
undermining and sapping the French Press, while he 
consolidated his francophile reputation by marrying 
Suzanne de Bruquére. 

By the time war broke out he had achieved his 
aim. In July 1939 he had been expelled from France, 
but he was back again in Paris as soon as the Armis- 
tice had been signed. And there, aided by his wife, 
he is today trying to complete France’s ruin. Suzanne 
keeps writing to her French friends of pre-war days 
deploring the strange “blindness” of Frenchmen “who 
have compelled Hitler to impose happiness on their 
country.” As for Abetz, he acts as intermediary be- 
tween Vichy and Berlin and continues to frequent his 
many friends in Paris. And if, as sometimes happens, 
one of these feels a twinge of conscience as he realizes 
the full meaning of “collaboration,” he soothes him 
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with these words: “don’t you know I am your friend? 
I understand French mentality, but I am faced with 
great difficulties in Berlin. Himmler is my rival and 
he covets my post in Paris. I do all I can to defeat 
his intrigues and I must succeed. For, if I fail, you 
would have Himmler, and you would then know how 
cruel and ruthless our Fuehrer can be.” 


Some Things New and Old 


EUCHARISTIC STUDY ENJOINED 


What is the new ruling on the Holy Eucharist which 
has been issued from Vatican City? 

According to a broadcast by Radio Vatican, the 
ruling is as follows: 


The Acta Apostolicae Sedis carried an important 
announcement from the Sacred Congregation of the 
Council, by which the Ordinaries are bidden to start 
intensified study of the Holy Eucharist, and to promote 
a campaign for daily Communion 

Frequent Communion is to be promoted as a power- 
ful means of bringing to a conclusion the unhappy state 
in which the world finds itself. 

On October 27, 1940, the Pope ordered Masses in 
every country of the world for peace. His Holiness 
pointed out that the Mass is not only a prayer of 
praise and thanksgiving, but it is also the means of 
making satisfaction for the sins of the living and the 
dead. 

The new announcement makes the following 
points: . 

(1) Because of the nature and excellence of the 
Mass, because of the ends for which it is offered, its 
use and ceremonies, the Faithful should be instructed 
to assist actively as well as passively. 
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(2) The people must be more solemnly instructed 
that it is a great obligation to hear Mass on Sundays 
and Holidays of Obligation, as the chief act of public 
worship. 

(3) The people must be instructed in the value of 
the Mass, both as a means of obtaining favors from 
God, and of making reparation to Him. People would 
find it easy to attend Mass, even daily, if they under- 
stood properly its immense value. 

(4) The people should be instructed as to the shar- 
ing of the fruits of the Divine Banquet of the Mass— 
that is, by the reception of Holy Communion. 

The Decree of 1905 and the teaching of the Council 
of Trent on daily Communion should be recalled. 

(5) Instruction should be given on the dogma of 
the Communion of Saints. The Mass is offered not only 
for the Souls in Purgatory, but also for the living. 


INTERNATIONAL LAW AND SOVEREIGNTY 


What is the difference between International Law 
and the absolute sovereignty of the Totalitarian 
States? 

The difference is one between a moral law and a law 
that is not founded on a moral basis. It is excellently 
summed up for us in the opening phrases of our 
American Declaration of Independence: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 


equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights. .. .” 


Now this, whatever may have been the sources 
consulted by the Founding Fathers of our Republic, 
is sound Catholic teaching. Sovereignty, whether of 
the State or of the ruler, is not something absolute. It 
is limited, and its limitations are those of the natural 
law. So unless this limitation is not only considered, 
but is brought into action, there can be no real Inter- 
national Law. Man is a creature of the Creator, and 
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he is subject to the laws of that Creator. Hence man 
may not be regimented into any political system which 
denies or merely ignores the relationship existing 
between man and his Creator. So there can be no 
International Law, that is, no law which regulates 
relations between nations, unless this relation between 
man and his Creator is recognized as the very es- 
sence and foundation of that law. 

There is such a thing as political tyranny, and this 
tyranny consists in the fact that the Absolute State 
or Sovereignty denies that man is a creature who owes 
obedience to his Creator. 

Catholic teaching has throughout upheld the prin- 
ciple that the making of laws is associated with reason, 
since man is endowed with reason. And any study of 
Christianity, particularly the history of Christianity 
in medieval times, shows that it has never been ad- 
mitted that any ruler or any State has ever been 
conceded the right, absolute and unimpeded, to make 
laws for the citizens or subjects. No king, no presi- 
dent, no parliament, has absolute and unlimited power. 
The things that belong to Caesar must be rendered to 
Caesar—but only those things. The things that are due 
to God must be rendered to God. 

There is only One Supreme Being, and that Being 
is God. Therefore International Law is the regulating 
of the converse between nations that has its roots in 
the Supremacy of God. And Sovereignty is the head- 
ship of the nation founded on these principles. God is 
the Sovereign; but the sovereign is not God. 


ANTICHRIST 


Who or what is Antichrist? Does the word signify 
an actual person, or is it merely a symbol of the anti- 
Christian spirit? 

Since you are a Catholic and, as such, must believe 
in the Inspired Word of God, you must also believe 
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that Antichrist will be a real person. See the Second 
Epistle of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians, chapter ii, 
verses 3 and 4: “Let no man deceive you by any means, 
for unless there come a revolt first, and the man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth, 
and is lifted up above all that is called God, or that 
is worshiped, so that he sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself as if he were God.” 

That implication should leave you in no doubt. 
Antichrist is to be one who will be the chief antag- 
onist against Christ. His activity will be directly con- 
nected with wide apostasy from the Christian Faith. 
And that day has not come yet, though many a biased 
and half-educated exegete has tried to show that the 
Pope of Rome, the Emperor Napoleon, or some other 
celebrity against whom there was a grievance were 
the genuine Antichrist. 

Antichrist, when he makes his appearance, will be 
an individual human personality—human, note that, 
not a spiritual personality. His reign will be marked 
by an absolute lawlessness. He will hate with the bit- 
terest hatred the truths revealed by Christ and the 
Christian Religion. He will lift himself up on high, 
the abomination of desolation sitting in the holy place, 
and by means of miracles wrought in mockery he will 
seek to dethrone the Lord Christ, and so cause the 
fall of multitudes from the Christian revelation. 

Now the signs that are to presage the coming of 
Antichrist are clear. There will be great apostasy, 
and then a great revolt against God, and Antichrist will 
then lead the apostasy against God. So be of great 
cheer, for the signs are not yet apparent. In these 
days of tribulation men are being moved more and 
more to seek after God. As to that day of the Second 
Coming, that is known to God alone, and none of the 
signs of that Second Coming have been yet fulfilled. 





















